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Utah Stars Cap Meteoric Climb to ABA Cro

Sporls Mirror by

John Mooney

Tribune Sports Editor

Nice Guys Do Win Pennants

And Stars Can Prove It

A 5ill Sharman, who coached the Utah Stars to
the American Basketball Assn, championship over
the long grind, brushed aside congratulations long
enough to say, “Thank you for everything” to the
media writers.

And this has been the attitude of the owner, Bill
Daniels; the president, Vince Boryla; the front office
staff, and Coach Sharman and his coaches and
players,

Every game when you walked by and said “Good

luck”, someone would say, “Whether we win or lose, -

thank you for everything you've done to help us this
far.” :

. Media writers, accustomed to-the “you lost a
game for us, but we won on our own” couldn’t helieve
the humility of the Stars. . i

The Stars won magnificently, but graciously.
They had words of thanks for everyone, especially
the fans who adopted a wandering hail club and took
it to their hearts.

This was the first major league team ever to
represent Salt Lake City and Utah, and the whole or-
ganization was major league, all the way.

Goes Back Long Time

A column on the women’s “liberation” mave-

ment in sports brought back memories to Bill Card-
well of Bountiful.

Bil recalls, “The break into semiprofessional

baseball by females of the human race occurred

sometime between 1900 and 1915 with 2 barnstorm-
ing team of females known as the Boston Bloomer
‘Girls. The team was comprised of all females except
the positions of catcher and first baseman. Two men
played these positions and they wore wigs, midis

(then the name for a loose shirtwaist) and pleated
bloomers, ‘ s ;

“The reason I was made aware of the team was
that my uncle, Ross Allen; played first base for them
one season after he had been cut from a minor
league club. He left me with the impression the gals
were pretty good.

“Women’s lib is not a new movement. I think it -

really started around the turn of the century when
the first females took typing and shorthand courses
to enter the male world of business as secretaries.
My mother was one of those and she often spoke of
the social ostracism their efforts produced. By way

of the business world, she met and married my fa- .

ther in 1903,

“T'am with you. They should have given that gai
& try as an umpire, but let her work up the ladder.”
Along with males Playing ag members of female
barnstorming teams, there's a legend that Smokey
Joe Wood, one of the great pitchers of all time,

hurled for a time as a member of a “women’s” bhase-
ball team. :

It's pretty well documented that Babe Pinelli,
the old National League umpire, played one game as
& member of the Bloomer Girls.

In 1912, when the vwner-promoter of the Bioom-
er Girls arrived in Oakland for a game against the

PCL Oaks, he signed up a team of boys called “The
Beach Qutlaws.”

Fach was given 30 cents to get his head shaved.
They, including Pinelli, beat the Oaks, 3-2.

When Pinelli’s friends atiempted to break his
disguise and expose the hoax, they couldn’t recognize
him. Finally, Babe stood up, pulled off his wig and
hollered, “Here T am. It's me, Ralph” -

Anyone else know of any male baseball players
who masqueraded as a female to play baseball? And

don’t tell me about Finocchio's All-Stars in San
¥rancisco,

A Tip for Speakers

Some of our young protesters are most eloquent,
but I think repeating the advice of “Wild Red”
Berry, the rassler, would be a help.

Berry advises, “In_promulgating your esoteric
cogitations and articuiating superficial, sentimental
and psychological observations, beware of Platitudi-
nous ponderosity. Let your extemporaneous decanta-
tions and unpremeditated expatiations have intelligi-
bility and veracious vivaeity without rodomontade
‘and thorasonical hombast,

“Sedulously avoid all polysyliabic prefundity,
pusilanimous vacuity, pestiferous profanity and simi-
lar transgressions. Or, to put it a bit differently, talk

simply, naturally, and, above all, don’t use big
words.”

Coaches in Revol: -

The WAC golf and tennis coaches are upset over
the assignment of the conference spring sports
thampionghips to Texas-El Paso next spring, since

e Miners don't field teams in tennis or golf. -
. But when one coach questioned the Jack of gal-
Jery if the meet was held where a school didn't have
& team entered, the assistant athletic director at
UTEP cracked, “We'll have as many people watching
golf and tennis as you have here in Tucson.”

Observation Ward

Wonder if those TV meteorologists would like
#me to dream qome weather forecasts fod them?

BRI

Zeh‘m_)s Bealy, Utal’s-super siar, husties to get

to. the ball just-before it goes

‘out- of bounds.

|

Zelmo saved the
mate. -Kentucky’s

—Tribune Staft Phetes by Lyan R Johnson

ball and passed off to a fzam-
Walt Simon looks astonished.

Th’ Stars’ Fans Know No Calendar

- - By Dick Rosetia. -
Tribune Sports Writer
“Baskethall on May 187 T

. would watch the Stars play on

July 4 if that wera the case!”

That was the typical reply
Tuesday night at the Salt Pai-
ace as 13,260 screaming fans
showered accolades on their
18711  American Baskethait
Assn. champions following the
viciory over Rentucky's Colo-
nels; ‘ .

Why Fan Support’
The objective was to detet-

mine opinion why Utahns con- -

tinue'to surge through the tar-
stiles . at a 13,000-fan-per-game
clip when it's the migdle of
the spring,

“It's a basketball state,
isn't #?" Mr. and Mrs, Ron
Busche of Ogden said from
their makeshift seats in the
lower balcany. They were
occupying folding chairs set
up when the Salt Palace solg
17 seats on 16-seat rows.

“We think we've got a great

team. We watched them in

Januwary, were watching
them tonight and we would
watch them July 4. Let us
know if they are playing then,
will you?” Mr. Busche addeqd.
Civic Pride

“I think it's just a small
matter of civie pride.” secur-
ity officer Xen Fammsworth
chimed in as Red Robbins
stuffed ore Dan Tscel's shots
hack into Dan's throat,

“This is a nationai champi-

on feam. .We've néver had
ene.-As an officer; i's darned
difficult for me to keep from
jumping wp and down' and-
screaming, But I feel that
way,” Ken smiled.

Ran Henriksen of Salt Lake
echoed many sentiments in

“claiming,

“What difference

does it make what time aqf
-year it is? Can you imagine
what this has done for Utah
. over the nation? Man, anyene
who could argne against bas-
‘Retball must be nuts.”

“I jusi love it,” Murray stu-

Js Salt Lake happy over a winner? Kent Jones
is typical Stars fan as he glees over victory,

dent Kris Holmes yelled as
she jumped up and dewn in
the baleony. - “Yes, but I
wished elie wonld =it down for
just a second,” bayfriend
Craig Poulsen, a basketball
star at Murray, moaned,

Sue Edwards, herself z bas-
kethall player 30 years ago,
was trying to keep track of
her 10-year-old son Douglas
and seven oflier members of
the Edwards party. “We usu-
ally sit together, but tonight
we had 1o take our chances on
tickets. You know, my entire
family has the scores of every
game the Stars have played
this year. We're all fans.”

Dennis Dall and his wife,
who have driven it from Boun-
tiful for nearly every game
since. October, were in the
upper balcony, far above the
Salt Palace Noor, where the
public address systern is im-
possible fo hear.

All Over Stafe

“We had to come up here
berause tickets in our regular
section in the dress circle
were all gone,” Dennis said.
“Ah, the sound doesn’t mat-
ter, the Stars do their own
talking. They are the greatest
thing that's ever happened to
this state.”

That was about it Tuesday.
They were here from Vernal,
Fillmore, Ogden, Logan, Wen-
dover. Fans were here from
St. George, Muab and Price.
Some drove all the way from
Kanab and Blanding.
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Bosten 5, Detreir 3
Baltimore &, New Yorx 5
Cleveland 7, Washingtsn 3
Californta 2 Minnescts 1
Oakiand 8, Milwavkee 2

Yiesnesdny's Provchle Pitchers
Mitwavkes (Paricns 23] at Oakland
{Blue 2-1). right, .
Mirnesola (Perry 531 al talitcrnia
(Weszersmith 343, night, ’
Chicazo {John 4) at Kansas City
(Burher 2-3), night,
Detrolt  {Lelich 530 a1 Cleveland
fLamb 103, night.
Baitimore (Palmer 21 at Washiagian
(deneski 1-3), night, A
ew York (kifne 42y at Boston (Fe-
ters 423, night,
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San Francisco 7, Chicago 3
Piltsburgh 3, moatrear 2
Allanta B, New York &
Cincinnali «, Philadelphia 3
Hiuslon 3, San Diega 37
St Lowis &, Los Angoles 5

Weonesday's Prodable Pitchers

San Franciseo (Stone 21} & Chicagg
(Jerkins 733,

New Yark (Geniry 3-3) at Philadel
vhia {Short 4.%), night.
treal [McNaliy 035 or Reaks 473
a1 AYanta (Resd 52}, night,

Pitksburah (Moose’ 213 at Cincinnati
{Nelorg 32}, night.

San Dieds {Phoedus 2-4) af Houston
(Billingham 23), night.

Los Anccles (Devning 321 al St
Louiz (Gibsen 4-3), night.
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need o vacation? Treot your.
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Zelmo Leads Win

In 131-121 Fray

By Steve Rudman
Tribune Sports Writer

With three minutes to nlay
Villie Wise stuck his valuable
arms up in the air and shout-
ed, “We're No, 1.7

Then the crowd of 13,260 fol-
lowed suit, and as the clock
slowly ticked away it became
obviaus that this was a very

special night in Utah sports

ftistory,
Perhiaps it was the biggest

. night. Certaiuly it was the
B most exciting,

Wild Cheering

And when the buzzer finally
sounded, giving Uiah a 131-121
triumph  gver the Kentucky
Colonels, thase fans broke wut
in the wildest cheering since
ithey repealed Prohibilion.

The Stars are No. 1. Tle
champs. The best in the
Assn,
for the 1970-71 season. Better
than Kentucky, better than
Indiana, better than every-

. bady.

The fans who came to see

i the climax to the ABA season
f were not disappointed. After

the Stars had won the first
major  professional  sporis
championship in the state’s

* history, they crowded onto the
: court and just wouldn’t leave,

They grabbed Wise.and put
him on their shoulders for a1l

: 10 see. And when Willie got up

there every eye inthe house

; shot in his direction as. he

again raised two armsg high
in the air and yelled “Hey,

> baby, we gid it

The Final Round

-The Stars' certainly did 8¢ -

_it. They won the final round

four games ta three after

siruggling past Tndiana in a:

quarterfinals,.. - -
And’it was a coup of major
proportions for the- Stars in

only their first year in Utak. = Glen Combs, Jackson and Ron

“You gatta admit,” Zelmo

Beaty jabbered in the locker-
roum, *“This is buaskelball
counfry. Now you gotta admit
that, don't you?

‘Mike Butler, whe was as

much a hero as anybody,.

said, “Boy, is this great. Of
course, T've been saying all
along that we would win the
championship, I'm happy 1
had some small part to play
in jt.”
It's Beaafiful

Wise agreed. ‘*Beautiful,
baby, beautiful,” he said over
and over as the champagne
flowed freely in the dressing
room.

That dressing room was a
madhouze,

For one thing, Dick Nemel-
ka got orange juice, cham-
pagne and a little bit of every-
thing else poured all gver
him. George Stone got ice
shoved in  his basketball
trunks by Bill Daniels, the
teanr’s owner,

Everybody got wet, inclug-
mg one reporfer whe will
have to send his toupees to the
cleaners Wednesday morning.

Even Jack Delph the
league commissioner, didn't
escape the celebrating. Dap-
iels spotted him and poured 2

Willie Wise .- '~

Clla[ﬁpinn Gels Champag

e

E R

_half a’ bottle of champé}j_ie Em’"

his head. dw
Thé celebrating west on
and on and on, and it was &’
great performance in the Jast
three periods that made it
possible.

o
Early Lead .

Keniucky broke away o, a2
3228 lead in the first.;period
as Dan Issel connected regu--
larly. 'y

But then the Stars, spurred
by Bealy and Merv Jackson,
came to life and carried’ a.
61-34 lead into the locker rooni
at the balf, o =k

- The 8tars ¢pened up:. 2

“14-point lead in the third peri-

~od and' kept it most of the
arnalline . sever-casm. s o Way, allowing the Colun'elsl{a
SHUe NS seven-game semifi-, f. v 0 margin a colple-of
nal series and Texas in. the SR e

times to three.and four points,

:but managing to come up with ™
‘Wiz plays when it counted. - .
Beaty, Wise, Red Robbins,

Boone had given the Sars thia
lead poing into the final, nerv--
ous mninptes, but it was Butler
who preserved the champion-

ship, 5

Just 22 Minotes = -
Butler had played only:2%"
minutes in the first. six games’
of the series hut ke camein:
with' exactly. four mingtés left:
and proceeded to drive for
layup, bank in a three-point,er,;
hit two crucial foul pitches
and grab two key rebolnds”

“I knew it was all oyer
when I hit the fou] pitches,™
Butler said, ""And after that
Willie came over and .put his
arms around me and § just
knew it o
" Butler also wasted a lott of -
time by dribbling away ‘pre-
ious seconds. He  dribbled

See Page P-2, Col. 3

Kenlueky w7 p Ulah LA
Powell 5 24 19 Wise g &8
Ligen 1 11 3 Robbing 5 35 13
issel 15 1112 4] Beaty 15 &7 35
Dampier § 4% 15 Jatkson F &7 19
Carrier 11 &4 3l Comts 7 53 %
Hunter 2 23 "4 Bene 2 00 5
Simon 1 00 25one 4 12 &
Pratt T 23 4 Buller 2 22 7

o AN Sl
Totals 44 28-33121 Totals 30 2235 331
Kentucky N 36 A=
Utah B 3 ¥ IAan
Tolal fouls: Kentucky 24,
Three-point  goals:  Praveil,
Carrfer 5, Comba, Beone, Sulter.
Fouled out: Hunmter, Combs, Beone.
A—13,280. 2

MUHAMMED
ALI in person

USU STUDENTS $1.09
PUBLIC $2.00

RESERVED SEAT
TYCKETS:

USU TICKET OFFICE
THE PANTOLOGY, S.1.C.

THE COMFETITION,
LOGAN OGDEN

INFINITY'S END,
BOUNTIFUL

USU SPECTRUM

133

MAY 25th — 8:00 P.M.




