
Babe Has Backup 
Thanks to Fellow 
Maulers in Lineup 
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Pirates, owners of a fine 94-60 
record that won them the Na-
tional League, were simply out-
matched and bowed out after a 
four-game sweep in the title se-
ries.

While Ruth knocked 60 balls 
out of parks throughout the Amer-
ican League and recorded a .356 
average, it was the prowess of the 
men bookending him in the New 
York lineup that lifted those Yan-
kees to such legend.

Earl Combes led off and swat-
ted 231 hits, a team record that 
stood until Don Mattingly came 
along in 1986. Then there was 
Mark Koenig, a shortstop who hit 
.285 that year. Then Ruth, whose 
numbers paled only to those of 
the cleanup man, Lou Gehrig.

Gehrig, that Iron Horse, was 
responsible for 175 runs batted in, 
a tally made possible by his .373 
consistency at the plate.

Then came the left fielder, Bob 
Meusel, whose .337 would lead the 
big leagues most modern years, 
but in ’27 was only fourth best on 
his own team. Then, Tony Lazzeri 

— Our Tone — who provided pow-
er in the six hole, batting .309 with 
18 home runs.

Those men were the principal 
ingredients in Murderers’ Row, 
the most famed lineup in base-
ball history. They were support-
ed by third baseman Joe Dugan 
and catcher Pat Collins, but the 
real meat and fame came in the 
first six batters’ slots.

Charismatic Slugger 
Proves Plenty Popular 
Wherever He May Go
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He roundly declined to com-
ment on Cobb’s and Speaker’s 
brush with baseball’s enforcement 
arm. And rightly so. Between his 
arrival on Jan. 25 and his depar-
ture on Feb. 2, not only were the 
powerful pair exonerated, but 
Speaker had signed on for a sea-
son with the Washington Senators 
of the American League.

Ruth’s own dustup over labor 
laws, too, came into clearer focus. 
The Tribune asserted, “Ruth not in 
as bad as report would indicate.”

Soon enough, that $70,000 from 
the Yankees would come in too, 
and The Great Bambino would be 
entrenched with the team and the 
town with which he will forever be 
mostly closely associated.

Throughout his career, Ruth 
would be a great draw in New 
York, and on the road in Boston, 
and Washington, and Detroit, and 
Cleveland.

He would, of course, barnstorm 
throughout the country with his 
colleague Lou Gehrig — the Bus-
tin’ Babes and the Larrupin’ Lous 

— again in the fall of 1927, at the 
immediate conclusion of that fine 
season.

From then, he would always be 
Babe Ruth, the swatter of 60 ding-
ers, a record that would be the best 
ever until Roger Maris in 1961, and 
would not be further relegated un-
til the reigns of Mark McGwire 
and Barry Bonds.

But those names and records 
were unthinkable in the win-
ter of 1927, when it was just The 
Babe and the flirtatious imagina-
tion of what he might go on to in 
his yet still-rising career. And, for 
a brief, magical, almost lost clip-
ping of time, he brought those ma-
jor-league dreams to our minor-
league desert city.

For that week, Salt Lake City 
belonged to Babe Ruth, and, how-
ever briefly, Babe Ruth belonged 
to Salt Lake City.
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From left, Tony Lazzeri, Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig were three of the regulars in the 1927 Yankees’ famed 
and feared “Murderer’s Row” lineup. Previously, Lazzeri hit 60 home runs with the Salt Lake Bees in 1925.

Before Babe, Lazzeri 
was king in Salt Lake

The Salt Lake City that Babe 
Ruth first met in 1927 was al-
ready educated on the magic of 
the home run. 

Just two years earlier, Salt 
Lake Bees shortstop Tony Lazzeri 
chased Ruth’s baseball home run 
record — set at 59 in 1921 — and 
capped the ’25 season with 60.

Additionally, he tallied 222 
runs batted in, 203 runs scored, 
34 stolen bases and a .355 average. 
It was in that one season with the 
Pacific Coast League Bees — the 
last season before they moved to 
Hollywood — that Utahns dubbed 
Lazzeri, a San Francisco-born 
Italian-American, “Our Tone.”

Still, Ruth was begrudgingly 

acknowledged as the greatest 
slugger when he arrived in Salt 
Lake.  

“Thus arrived and was greeted 
baseball’s brightest star,” said The 
Salt Lake Tribune. “Thus did Our 
Tone’s only superior enter for the 
first time Our Tone’s own town.”  

In early July of that season, 
Bees owner Bill Lane, losing huge 
amounts of money on the team, 
met with Yankees scout Ed Hol-
ly, according to a 2006 article by 
Brigham Young University pro-
fessor Richard Ian Kimball that 
appeared in the baseball journal 
Nine. 

Lazzeri would join the Yankees 
in 1926, sold for $50,000.

He spent the rest of ’25 with 
the Bees, chasing the Babe’s re-
cord, and eclipsing it — though in 
46 games more than Ruth would 
need to hit 60 in 1927.

“When that Italian boy hits 
’em,” Ruth wrote in his 1927 Tri­
bune guest column, “he hits ’em 

far. His batting average doesn’t 
show just what kind of a hitter he 
is.” Lazzeri struggled in his first 
year with New York, Ruth told The 
Salt Lake Telegram. “He came up 
swinging like the garden gate and 
it couldn’t be done against major 
league pitching.”

It got better for Our Tone. Af-
ter famously striking out in the 
seventh inning of the decid-
ing game of ’26 series loss to St. 
Louis, he started at second base 
for five Yankees championship 
teams. He batted sixth in the ’27 
New York lineup known as “Mur-
derer’s Row.” In 1936, he became 
the first Major League hitter to hit 
two grand slams in one game. He 
also batted in 11 runs that game, 
another record.  

In 1991, he was inducted into 
the Baseball Hall of Fame and the 
last line of his plaque reads thusly: 

“Belted 60 Home Runs for Salt 
Lake City (PCL) in 1925.” 

He sure did, Our Tone.

“Our Tone” • Ruth’s 
future Yanks teammate 
was dominant with Bees.

By BILL ORAM 
The Salt Lake Tribune

1927 YANKEES LINEUP.
1. Earl Combes — CF
2. Mark Koenig — SS
3. Babe Ruth — RF
4. Lou Gehrig — 1B
5. Bob Meusel — LF
6. Tony Lazzeri — 2B
7. Joe Dugan — 3B
8. Pat Collins — C


